
 

 

NORTH REDWOOD CORRIDOR  

FORUM on AREA E 

February  10, 2010  

Novato City Hall  

 

Presented by the Novato Chamber of Commerce  

 

Summary of the Discussion and Conclusions  



 2 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Preface           3 

Task Force, Agenda, Acreage Table, Maps    4 

Maps: 

  Novato (with study area)      5 

  NRC Subareas       6 

  Area E        7 

  Existing Zoning of NRC      8 

Summary         

Chamberôs Historical Position      9 

Significant Panel Discussion Points    9 

Reconciliation        10 

Conclusions        12 

        

Panelists           14 

Question and Answer Program        15  

 
 



 3 

 

PREFACE 

 

The City of Novato is in the process of updating its General Plan.  Because of its 

importance, and challenges it presents, the Novato City Council decided to prioritize 

consideration of the  central area known as the North Redwood Corridor (ñNRCò--Map 

A).  The NRC is part of Novatoôs Redevelopment District and runs from DeLong Avenue, 

north along Redwood Blvd. to San Marin Drive.  It also includes Grant Avenue east and 

west of Redwood Blvd.   

For purposes of the General Plan revisions, the NRC has been divided into 5 

areas, designated A thru E (Map B).  Area E, the northernmost section of the 

Redevelopment District, was the focus of the Forum (Map C).  Area E, split by both 

Redwood Boulevard and the RR tracks, has 3 distinct sections:  t he Western Edge (i.e., 

west of Redwood Blvd), the Eastern Edge (between the RR tracks and Highway 101) 

and the Core (between Redwood Boulevard and the RR).  See TABLE 1 for acreages.  

Current zoning in Area E is an admixture of general commercial, industrial, mixed use 

and commercial industrial (Map D). 

There are constituencies in Novato advocating a wide variety of uses in Area E: 
pure commercial uses, residential (for sale or lease), mixed-use, larger format retail, 
small scale retail shops, hotel, automotive service and rental, and others.  In addition, 
Area E is an integral but distinct part of a larger downtown which includes the other 
segments of the NRC, and should be planned with that larger context in mind.  

 
The Novato Chamber of Commerce (ñChamberò) believed that the City 

was not receiving adequate input from experts in the field of real estate 

development concerning:   (1) the feasibility of the various development 

options for Area E, and (2)  the fiscal/economic impact on Novato of the 

options being considered.  

 Accordingly, on February 10, 2010, the Chamber convened a panel of experts to 

discuss these issues in a public forum, to which the entire community was invited.   The 

Forum was held at the Novato City Hall, 901 Sherman Ave., and was very well 

attended.  Coy Smith, Chamber CEO, moderated.  The proceedings were videotaped.  

Jay Strauss, a member of the Novato Planning Commission and Chamber Board of 

Directors, was designated to take notes.  While this paper is largely prepared from Mr. 

Straussô notes, a draft was circulated and many others have contributed to the final 

document, which was reviewed and approved by the Chamber Board of Directors. 
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CHAMBER TASK FORCE 

 

Eileen Joyce (President), Coy Smith (CEO), Jay Strauss (Leader), Ralph Greenwood, 

John Williams, Gary Joseph, Jayne Belote 

 

AGENDA 

1. IntroductionsðCoy Smith    (5 minutes) 
2. General Plan OverviewðHans Grunt  (5 minutes) 
3. Chamber PerspectiveðCoy Smith   (3 minutes)  
4. Panelists Self-Intro      (10 minutes) 

5. Q and A     (90 minutes) 
6. Wrap UpðCoy Smith    (3 minutes)  

 

 

TABLE 1ðACREAGES 

 

AREA       ACRES +/ - 

 

Novato      22,000 

 

North Redwood Corridor    142 

 

AREA E: (per Map C):      

 WESTERN EDGE   5.4 

 EASTERN EDGE   12.2 

 CORE     13.8 

        31.4 

 

MAPS 

 

A: NOVATO (with NRC) 

B: NORTH REDWOOD CORRIDOR SUBAREAS 

C: AREA E 

D: EXISTING ZONING 
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MAP AðNOVATO (with NRC)  
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Map BðNorth Redwood Corridor Subareas  

 

 


